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Reception Room

Welcome to the MDS 3.0 Updates and Optional State Assessment Training Webinar! 
The meeting will start shortly.
• Participants are muted on entry.
• Slides: An accessible PDF version of the slides is available on the MDS Training 

Opportunities page of our website: https://bit.ly/202309mds
• Submit questions about the training here: https://forms.office.com/g/si2hZzgXiv
• To view captions for this event: You can view captions in Teams by clicking the More 

(…) button in the Teams window, then choose "Turn on live captions.“
• Live captions will be provided at the September 12th session of this training.
• A captioned recording of the training will be posted to the Case Mix Review 

website two weeks after the final training session.
• If you have any technical issues, please visit the Microsoft support page for Teams.
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https://bit.ly/202309mds
https://forms.office.com/g/si2hZzgXiv
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/meetings-1f8862a1-48f2-4869-863d-564123343d38#ID0EBBD=Basics


Objectives

• Identify the new and revised Data Elements in the MDS 3.0 
Assessments effective 10/1/2023

• Understand how to code the new Section S Data Elements

• Understand when the Optional State Assessment must be completed
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Overall Changes to the RAI Manual

• Some Data Elements were updated to align the Data Elements with other Post 
Acute Care (PAC) settings

• New Data Elements were added to the MDS

• Changes throughout Chapters 1, 2, 3, and 4 in the RAI Manual guidance 
including:

• Expanded Coding Options for some Data Elements

• Updated Intent/Item Rational/Steps for Assessment/Coding Instructions 

• New/Revised Coding Tips and Examples

• Minor wording changes to enhance clarity
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Links to Additional CMS Training Information
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• Link to CMS SNF 2023 Guidance Training Program YouTube videos

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaV7m2-zFKphoXW6cc3NwUfxra0A1LYDi

• Link to Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) Quality Reporting Program (QRP) Training

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-
Instruments/NursingHomeQualityInits/Skilled-Nursing-Facility-Quality-Reporting-Program/SNF-
Quality-Reporting-Program-Training

• Link to August 2023 SNF Guidance Training Program Q & A Document

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/2023augustsnf-guidance-training-programqa.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaV7m2-zFKphoXW6cc3NwUfxra0A1LYDi
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/NursingHomeQualityInits/Skilled-Nursing-Facility-Quality-Reporting-Program/SNF-Quality-Reporting-Program-Training
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/NursingHomeQualityInits/Skilled-Nursing-Facility-Quality-Reporting-Program/SNF-Quality-Reporting-Program-Training
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/NursingHomeQualityInits/Skilled-Nursing-Facility-Quality-Reporting-Program/SNF-Quality-Reporting-Program-Training
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/2023augustsnf-guidance-training-programqa.pdf


Social Determinants of Health (SDOH)

• Information obtained from the resident if they can provide it

• Revised SDOH Elements with updated Steps for Assessment
• A1005 Ethnicity- Decreased category options
• A1010 Race- Expanded category options
• A1110 Language- Response codes were reworded

• New SDOH Elements
• A1250 Transportation
• B1300 Health Literacy
• D0700 Social Isolation
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New Data Element A1250- Transportation (SDOH)
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New Data Element B1300- Health Literacy (SDOH)
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Resident Self Report: No other source can be used.



New Data Element D0700- Social Isolation (SDOH)
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Resident Self Report: No other source can be used.



New Data Elements Transfer of Health Information A2121
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New Data Elements Transfer of Health Information A2122
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New Data Elements Transfer of Health Information A2123
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New Data Elements Transfer of Health Information A2124
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New Data Element PHQ-2 to 9 D0150
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If Column 2 for both A and B 
are blank or coded 0 or 1, the 
interview is complete.

If Column 1 for both A and B 
is coded a 9, Column 2 is left 
blank and the interview is 
complete.

For all other coding 
scenarios, the remaining 7 
questions must be asked.



New PHQ-2 to 9 Coding Tips

• Enter a Dash in Column 1 if the symptom presence was not assessed
leave Column 2 blank.

• If Column 1 equals 9, leave Column 2 blank.

• If Column 1 equals 0, enter 0 in Column 2.

• If symptom frequency in Column 2 is blank for 3 or more items, the 
interview is deemed incomplete. Total Severity Score should be coded 
as “99.” The Staff Assessment of Mood should NOT be conducted.
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New Data Element Functional Limitation in Range of Motion GG0115
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New Data Element Mobility Devices GG0120
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New Data Element Personal Hygiene GG0130I
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Does not include brushing the teeth or peri care



New Data Element Tub/Shower Transfer GG0170FF
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Does not include washing or drying the body



Section GG0130 and GG0170 Observation Periods

Type of Assessment Observation Period
OBRA Admission Assessment The first 3 days of the stay beginning with the Entry date in A1600

OBRA Discharge Assessment The Discharge Date (A2000) plus the two previous calendar days

All other OBRA Assessments The ARD plus the two previous calendar days

Medicare 5d Assessment The first three days of the Medicare Part A stay beginning with 
the date in A2400B

PPS Discharge Assessment The last three days of the Medicare Part A stay beginning with the 
date in A2400C and the two previous calendar days

Interim Payment Assessment 
(IPA)

The ARD plus the two previous calendar days
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Pain Assessment Interview New Data Elements
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New Data Element Nutritional Approaches K0520
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New Data Element High Risk Drug Classes- Use and Indication N0415
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New Data Element Special Treatments, Procedures, and Programs O0110
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Special Treatments, Procedures, and Programs O0110 (cont.)
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Special Treatments, Procedures, and Programs O0110 (cont.)
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New Data Element Participation in Assessment Q0110
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What is Active Discharge Planning Q0400?

• Definition:
An active discharge plan means a plan that is being currently
implemented. 
• The resident’s care plan has current goals to make specific arrangements 

for discharge,

• Staff are taking active steps to accomplish discharge, and 

• There is a target discharge date for the near future.
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New Data Element Return to Community Q0500C 
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New Data Element Reason for No Referral to LCA Q0620  
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Minnesota LCA is the Senior Linkage Line (800)333-2433 
The referral website https://www.sllreferral.org

https://www.sllreferral.org/


New Data Element Resident in Strict Isolation S6060A

• S6060A- Resident In Strict Isolation

• Has the resident been in strict isolation for an active infectious 
disease since admission, reentry, or the prior OBRA assessment 
whichever is more recent?

• No, Code 0, skip to P0100 Physical Restraints
• Yes, Code 1,  continue to S6060B

• S6060B- Enter the Start Date of Strict Isolation

• S6060C- Enter the End Date of Strict Isolation
• Enter dashes if isolation is ongoing
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Optional State Assessment (OSA)

• Effective 10/1/2023, CMS will no longer support Resource Utilization Group (RUG)-IV 
grouper calculations for OBRA assessments. 

• Effective 10/1/2023, Minnesota nursing facilities are required to complete the 
Optional State Assessment (OSA) each time an OBRA comprehensive, Quarterly, and 
Significant Correction or a Prior Quarterly assessment is completed. 

• Use the Optional State Assessment (OSA) will enable the State Medicaid Agency to 
calculate the RUG-IV case mix group for state payment purposes.

• Completion of the OSA is in addition to the Federal assessment requirements 
identified in the RAI Manual and the State required assessments when all therapy 
and isolation services end.
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The OSA Manual and Item Set

• Instructions for completing these data elements are found in the OSA 
Manual:

A0300 D0200 D0300 G0110 K0510
O0100 O0450 O0600 O0700 X0570

• Instructions for completing the remaining data elements on the OSA are 
found in the respective sections of Chapter 3 of the Minimum Data Set 
(MDS) Resident Assessment Instrument (RAI) 3.0 User’s Manual.

• The OSA Manual and Item Set can be downloaded here

https://www.cms.gov/files/zip/final-osa-manualitem-setchange-
historyoctober12023-v2.zip
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https://www.cms.gov/files/zip/final-osa-manualitem-setchange-historyoctober12023-v2.zip
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OSA Requirements

• The ARD of the OSA must match the corresponding OBRA assessment,

• The OBRA assessment and OSA must be submitted to CMS in the same 
batch,

• If the OBRA assessment is later modified and the item(s) modified are 
also on the OSA, the corresponding OSA must also be modified,

• If the OBRA assessment is inactivated, the corresponding OSA must also 
be inactivated.

• A0300A must be coded  = 1

• A0300B must be coded = 5
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OSA Effective Dates

• Admission date for an OSA with a corresponding Admission assessments,

• Assessment Reference Date (ARD) for a OSA with a corresponding SCSAs, 

• The first day of the month following the ARD for all other assessment types.

• When a resident is Discharge Return Anticipated (DRA) and returns to the 
facility within 30 days of their discharge date the previous classification will 
resume unless a new assessment is completed.

• Completion of the OSA will generate a new classification notice. It is the 
facility's responsibility to provide the resident with the notice that contains 
the classification that will be used for billing purposes.
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Resources Every MDS Nurse Should Have

• A current RAI Manual

• A current Minnesota Case Mix Manual

• A MDS 3.0 Quality Measures User’s Manual

• A Minnesota Nursing Facility Quality Indicators and Risk-Adjusters Manual

• A Skilled Nursing Facility Quality Reporting Program Measure Calculations and 
Reporting User’s Manual

• A Minimum Data Set (MDS) Provider User’s Guide, Chapter Five
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RAI Manual

• Download the RAI Manual v1.18.11 from the following website:

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-
Instruments/NursingHomeQualityInits/MDS30RAIManual.html

(Scroll down to the download section)

REMINDER
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Case Mix Review Program Website

https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/regulation/casemix/index.html
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Need Help 

For MDS Scheduling and Clinical Coding Questions
Email  health.mds@state.mn.us

For Submission or Validation Report Questions
Email  health.mdsoasistech@state.mn.us

For Questions about the Content of the Training: 
Submit questions through this form: https://forms.office.com/g/si2hZzgXiv
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Need Help 

• For Medicare Billing and Eligibility Questions
• National Government Services 1-877-702-0990
• Website   https://www.ngsmedicare.com

• For Private Pay and Medicaid Billing Questions
• Phone  651-201-4200
• Email  health.fpc-cmr@state.mn.us 

40

https://www.ngsmedicare.com/


Thank You!

Nadine Olness
Health.mds@state.mn.us

651-201-4313
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