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Tennessen Warning 

 The Minnesota Department of Health is hosting this informational call to inform nurse 
aide training programs and testing sites of processes and updates. 

 Your comments, questions and image, which may be private data, may be visible 
during this event. You are not required to provide this data, and there are no 
consequences for declining to do so. 

 The informational call may be accessible to anyone who has a business or legal right to 
access it. By participating, you are authorizing the data collected during this 
presentation to be maintained by MDH. MDH will be posting this on YouTube with a 
nonpublic link. The posting will be available for 90 days. 

 To opt out of the presentation, please exit now. 
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Housekeeping 

 Attendees are 
muted. During the Q&A
portion, please raise your 
hand and we will unmute 
you. 
 You can also 

submit comments or 
questions in the chat 
feature. 
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Agenda 

 CMS 1135 Waiver ending  Nurse aide retesting 
 Mock Skills  In-facility testing pilot 
 Fourth knowledge test update 

update  Resources 
 Nurse aide testing 

data/quarterly data 
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Polling Questions (1) 

Is your approved training program running TMU reports? 

Yes 

No 

Unsure how to run TMU reports 
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Polling Questions (2) 

Training programs can run six different reports in TMU. 
Please check the report(s) you use. 

Attrition Rate Retake Summary 

Knowledge Detail Skill Detail 

Pass/Fail Testing Trends 
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Polling Question (3) 

Which TMU reports do you find most beneficial? 

Attrition Rate Retake Summary 

Knowledge Detail Skill Detail 

Pass/Fail Testing Trends 
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CMS 1135 Waiver 
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QSO-23-13-ALL 
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CMS 1135 Waiver End May 11, 2023 

 On October 5, 2022, CMS granted Minnesota an extension to the 
1135 Waiver 

Waiver will expire as the PHE ending May 11, 2023, per Biden 
administration 

 Nurse aides who wish to continue working after the waiver expires 
must pass the nurse aide exam by September 10, 2023 
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 CMS 1135 Waiver Information – MDH NAR Webpage 

 NAR home page, forms and links available regarding the 1135 Waiver 
extension have been updated 

 Nursing Assistant Registry - Minnesota Department of Health (state.mn.us) 

 CMS 1135 Nurse Aide Training Waiver Expiration FAQ (state.mn.us) 

 Placement on Minnesota’s Nursing Assistant Registry for Nurse Aides 
Working during the 1135 Waiver (state.mn.us) 

 Nurse Aides Working under 1135 Waiver during a Public Health Emergency 
(state.mn.us) 

11 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/providers/nursingassistant/index.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/providers/nursingassistant/docs/1135faq.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/providers/nursingassistant/docs/1135options.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/providers/nursingassistant/docs/1135checklist.pdf


Mock Skills 
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Mock Skills Review 

Mouth Care- Brushing 
Resident’s Teeth 

 Feeding a Dependent 
Resident 

Modified Bed Bath –Face 
and One Arm, Hand and 
Underarm 
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 Mouth Care - Brushing Resident’s Teeth 
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 Mock Skills, Page 16 
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 Feeding a Dependent Resident 
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 Mock Skills, Page 11 
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 Additional Key Steps 
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 Modified Bed Bath–Face and One Arm, Hand and Underarm 
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 Mock Skills, Page 14 

20 



4th Knowledge Test Update 
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4th Knowledge Test Attempt Update 

 As a result of pilot project, MDH will continue to allow 
fourth testing opportunity for knowledge test 

 The fourth attempt must be completed within 24 months 
of nurse aide training date or the initial challenge date 

 Skill attempts remain at a total of three 
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4th Knowledge Test Attempt Permanent Change 

 MDH pilot project beginning October 2022 allowing
fourth attempt for knowledge test 
 Test data for period October 3, 2022, to March 31,

2023 
 140 of a total of 5,186 candidates (2.9%) 
 Pass rate of 47 percent 
 66 nurse aides added to the health care industry 
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 Nurse Aide Testing Data 
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Training Program Test Data 
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Test Data Posted 

 Test data is posted on NAR 
website 
 Identifying pass rate for

knowledge and skill tests 
 1st, 2nd and 3rd attempts 
Quarter 1 2023 posted 
Quarter 2 2023 data will be

coming in early July 
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Nurse Aide Retesting 
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Retesting 

Individuals needing to retest 
for knowledge or skills 

Headmaster will be placing a 
link in the test result page to 
provide direction to retest 

Emails are not sent out 
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 In Facility Testing Pilot Update 
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In-Facility Testing 

 Remain in pilot phase with 7 sites participating: 
 Cassia-Elim Wellspring (Princeton) 

 CentraCare (Melrose) 

 Good Samaritan Society (Albert Lea) 

 Good Samaritan Society (Pipestone) 

 Lifecare (Roseau) 

 North Shore Health (Grand Marais) 

 Perham Living (Perham) 

 Minnesota now has a two-server system to accommodate in-facility testing 
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Two-Server System Links 
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In-Facility TMU PAGE 
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MN State TMU Page 
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Candidate Testing Options 

Pilot In-Facility Test Sites 

Contact Headmaster: 

Minnesota@HDmaster.com 

MN State Testing Sites 

Minnesota State - Nursing 
Assistant Testing 
(minnstate.edu) 
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mailto:Minnesota@HDmaster.com
https://www.minnstate.edu/CNAtesting/index.html


 
 

  

More Info to come 

 In-Facility 
communication to 
providers 
Will be sent via 

GovDelivery 
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GovDelivery Notifications 

 Sign up for GovDelivery at 
 Nursing Assistant 

Registry - Minnesota 
Department of Health 
(state.mn.us) 

 See pop-up on NAR website 
called Stay Connected 
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https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/providers/nursingassistant/index.html


  Subscribing to Gov Delivery Notice 
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Enter Information 
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DHS Resources 
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Nurse Aide Scholarship Program-MN DHS 

What is the NA Scholarship Program? 

Who is eligible for this program? 

What eligible expenses are covered for the NAR 
scholarship? 

Who covers these fees? 

Where does this money come from? 
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Nurse Aide Scholarship Program 

How are sites reimbursed? 

What is the process? 

Is there a guide to reference about NA scholarship 
program? 

Where is the location of this guide, DHS website? 
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Resources Available 
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NAR Home Page 

Nursing Assistant Registry - MN Dept. of Health (state.mn.us) 
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https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/providers/nursingassistant/index.html


 

   

 

   

  

    

Available to Training and Testing Programs 

NAR home page under employer and training program 
resources 

Use as reference tool 

Federal Nurse Aide Training and Competency Evaluation Program 
Resource (state.mn.us) 

NATCEP Survey Worksheet (state.mn.us) 

Nurse Aide Competency Test Site Survey Form (state.mn.us) 
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https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/providers/nursingassistant/docs/trainingresource.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/providers/nursingassistant/docs/surveyworksheet.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/providers/nursingassistant/docs/testsiteform.pdf


    

    

    

 

Fun Facts 

 46,849 nurse aides on registry with active status 

 272,522 nurse aides on registry with inactive status 
(expired) 

240 approved nurse aide programs in Minnesota 

55 test sites throughout the state 

45 



  

      
  

    

Polling Results 

 Is your approved training program running TMU 
reports? 

 Training programs can run six different reports in 
TMU. Check the reports that you use. 

 Which TMU reports do you find most beneficial? 
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Summary 

1135 waiver, end of PHE 
5/11/23 

Mock skills 

Fourth knowledge test 

NA test data, retakes 

In-Facility site update 

Resources available 
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Future Calls 

 Next scheduled call is 
June 12 

 Check the NAR Calls 
website for call 
details 
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https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/providers/nursingassistant/calls.html


Questions? 
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Program Contact Information 

Training Program Questions: 
Health.NAR.coord@state.mn.us 

Nursing Assistant Registry Questions: 
Health.FPC-NAR@state.mn.us 

NAR Home Page: 
https://www.health.state.mn.us/nar 

mailto:Health.NAR.coord@state.mn.us
mailto:Health.FPC-NAR@state.mn.us
https://www.health.state.mn.us/nar


 

   

Contact Information 

Liz Silkey, Regional Operations Supervisor, 
elizabeth.silkey@state.mn.us 

Brenda Fischer, Regional Operations Manager, 
brenda.fischer@state.mn.us 

mailto:elizabeth.silkey@state.mn.us
mailto:brenda.fischer@state.mn.us
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