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Adjusting Formula in WINNIE 
S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 4  

Explanation 
When adjusting Concentrate or RTU/RTF formulas in Adjust Benefits, WINNIE suggests extra cans.  

Although WINNIE will not allow you to issue more than the Food Item Limit for an individual formula (for 
example, 31 cans of 13 oz concentrate), if the number of calculated ounces left are greater than the number 
of ounces in one can/container, WINNIE will indicate that these extra cans/containers are available. 

Rules of Thumb 
There are common sense Rules of Thumb that you should follow when adjusting formula: 

Formula 
Reconstitution 

Returned + 
Recovered 

What to Do 

Same Some (partial) Issue the same number of cans/containers as were returned + recovered. 

Different Some (partial) Issue the number of cans/containers suggested by WINNIE. Never issue 
the Available cans in the original formula’s row. 

Same or 
Different 

All Issue the number of cans/containers suggested by WINNIE. Never issue 
the Available cans in the original formula’s row. 

Examples 

Example #1 – Same Reconstitution with Some Returned/Recovered 
Exchanging concentrate for concentrate where some of the original formula (gray row) is returned and/or 
recovered: 
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Example #2 – Different Reconstitution with Some Returned/Recovered 
Exchanging concentrate for powder where some of the original formula (gray row) is returned and/or 
recovered: 

 

Example #3 - Different Reconstitution with ALL Returned/Recovered 
Exchanging concentrate for RTU/RTF where all of the original formula (gray row) is returned and/or 
recovered: 

 

Instead of using Update Future Months, which is more advanced functionality, simply void 
future months, assess food prescriptions and add as appropriate, then reissue using Issue 
Benefits. 

  



A D J U S T I N G  F O R M U L A  I N  W I N N I E  

3  

Explanation of How WINNIE Works when Adjusting Formula 
In Adjust Benefits, when exchanging formula, WINNIE looks at two things: the Food Item Limit, or maximum 
number of cans that can be issued for a specific formula, and the Base Food Category Limit for all formula.  

The Federal Regs determine the Base Food Category Limits and there are two methods for determining the 
reconstituted limit for monthly formula issuance. The first is the Full Nutrition Benefit, which provides a 
reconstitution limit that is the same for all formulas. The second is the Maximum Monthly Allowance 
(MMA), which provides a different reconstitution maximum based on the type of formula: powder = 870, 
RTU/RTF = 832, and concentrate = 823. WINNIE uses the MMA because of how Minnesota WIC issues 
formula.  

There is only one Base Food Category Limit for formula despite there being 3 different reconstitution 
maximums for MMA. Since the maximum formula amount must be used, we use 870, the limit for 
reconstituted powder. This is the Base Food Category Limit for all formula. 

When adjustments are made for concentrate or RTU/RTF, because the limit is 870 when the reconstituted 
amount is calculated, there can potentially be 2 extra cans of concentrate and 1 extra container of RTU/RTU 
that may be suggested as available. 

WINNIE math: 

13 oz Concentrate 
- 31 cans concentrate x 26 reconstituted oz per can = 806 fluid oz. 
- 870 – 806 = 64 oz. 
- 64 / 26 = 2 cans with 12 ounces left over 

32 oz. RTU/RTF 
- 26 containers RTU x 32 reconstituted oz per container = 832 fluid oz. 
- 870 – 832 = 38 oz. 
- 38 / 32 = 1 can with 6 ounces left over 

Minnesota Department of Health - WIC Program, 625 Robert St N, PO BOX 64975, ST PAUL MN 55164-0975; 1-800-657-3942, 
health.wic@state.mn.us, www.health.state.mn.us; to obtain this information in a different format, call: 1-800-657-3942. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 
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