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Smallpox

How much of a 
threat is smallpox?
Characterized by fever and a distinctive type of 
rash, smallpox was once one of the leading 

health threats facing 
the human species.  
Caused by a virus, 
smallpox used to kill 
up to a third of the 
people who 
developed the illness.

Smallpox vaccination 

However, by 1980, 
smallpox was effectively eliminated as a public 
health concern, thanks to a major campaign 
conducted by the World Health Organization. 
The last known case - anywhere in the world - 
was reported in the late 1970s. Since no 
animals other than humans are known to carry 
or transmit smallpox, the risk of getting the 
illness had effectively been reduced to zero.  

Unfortunately, smallpox may not be completely 
behind us. A few samples of the smallpox virus 
were kept for laboratory use after the illness 
was eradicated - and there is now reason to 
believe that the virus may have been adapted 
for use as a weapon. The possibility of a 
smallpox outbreak, caused by a deliberate 
release of the virus, is now regarded as a real 
possibility. The likelihood of a terrorist attack 
using smallpox is thought to be very low. 
However, the consequences of such an attack - 
if it did occur - would be very serious. 

What are the 
symptoms of smallpox?
The symptoms of smallpox begin with a high 
fever, head and body aches and, in some cases, 
vomiting. After two to four days, a rash 
appears. The rash spreads, and develops into 
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raised bumps that crust and scab over. After 
about three weeks, the scabs fall off, leaving 
pitted scars. 

How long does it take to develop 
smallpox, once you're exposed?  
And when do you become capable 
of infecting other people?
The first symptoms of smallpox usually show 
up about 12-14 days after a person has been 
exposed to the illness, although symptoms can 
take as little as seven days or as long as 17 days 
to appear. Once the first symptoms appear, the 
patient is usually too ill to travel or engage in 
most forms of activity. The patient doesn't 
become infectious - capable to transmitting the 
disease to others - until the rash appears. 

How contagious is smallpox?
Smallpox is contagious, but it's spread less 
easily than illnesses like influenza or measles. 
Generally, it takes prolonged, face-to-face 
contact - of the kind that takes place in a 
household setting - to spread the disease from 
one person to another. It can also be spread 
through direct contact with body fluids, or 
objects like bedding and clothing. It can also be 
spread through the air in buildings or other 
enclosed spaces, although that happens less 
commonly. 

Is there a treatment for smallpox?
There is currently no proven treatment for 
smallpox. However, it can be prevented 
through vaccination. 

The vaccine can still protect people even after 
they've already been exposed to the smallpox 
virus. While no vaccine offers perfect 
protection, vaccinating within three days after 
being exposed to smallpox offers the same 
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level of protection as getting vaccinated before 
you’re exposed. Vaccinating within seven days 
will tend to lessen the severity of any illness 
resulting from exposure to smallpox. 

However, the vaccine can cause serious, 
potentially fatal reactions in some people, so 
the benefits of vaccination need to be balanced 
against the risks. At a minimum, it's been 
estimated that roughly one out of every million 
people who receive the vaccine will die - and 
15 will become very seriously ill. And unless 
someone does use the disease as a weapon, the 
risk of becoming ill with smallpox is zero. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


