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MLS Laboratory Update: Notice of Intent to 
Adopt Proposed Changes to Communicable 
Disease Reporting Rules 
 

M A Y  2 0 ,  2 0 2 4  

Purpose of this Message: 
To inform MLS laboratory partners about the Notice of Intent to Adopt Proposed Changes to 
Communicable Disease Reporting Rules.  

Action Item: 
Please review the following information. All interested persons are encouraged to comment per 
process described below. Deadline is June 12, 2024 at 4:30 pm. 

Background: 

The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) has formally proposed updates to the 
communicable disease reporting rules through the rulemaking process and published the 
Notice of Intent to Adopt on May 13, in the State Register. You can submit written comment in 
support of or in opposition to the proposed rules or any part or subpart of the rules to the 
Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) Comments on Rules - 39948 Minnesota Department of 
Health Dual Notice of Intent to Adopt Rules 
(https://minnesotaoah.granicusideas.com/discussions/39948-minnesota-department-of-
health-dual-notice-of-intent-to-adopt-rules)  Comments must be received by June 12 at 4:30 
p.m. All interested persons are encouraged to comment. 

In addition to submitting comments, you may also request that the Department hold a hearing 
on the rules. If MDH receives 25 or more written requests for an administrative hearing, a 
hearing will be held on Tuesday, June 25, beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

You can obtain more information on the proposed changes, such as the proposed rules, the 
Notice of Intent to Adopt (which outlines the comment and hearing process), and the 
Statement of Need and Reasonableness (SONAR) on Amendment to Rules Governing 
Communicable Disease Reporting 
(https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/reportable/rule/change/index.html). You can also 
request a free copy of the rules by contacting Patricia Segal Freeman: 

• Email health.commdisrule@state.mn.us  

https://minnesotaoah.granicusideas.com/discussions/39948-minnesota-department-of-health-dual-notice-of-intent-to-adopt-rules
https://minnesotaoah.granicusideas.com/discussions/39948-minnesota-department-of-health-dual-notice-of-intent-to-adopt-rules
https://minnesotaoah.granicusideas.com/discussions/39948-minnesota-department-of-health-dual-notice-of-intent-to-adopt-rules
https://minnesotaoah.granicusideas.com/discussions/39948-minnesota-department-of-health-dual-notice-of-intent-to-adopt-rules
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/reportable/rule/change/index.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/reportable/rule/change/index.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/reportable/rule/change/index.html
mailto:health.commdisrule@state.mn.us


 

2  

• Phone: 651-201-5414 or 1-800-657-3970 
• Fax: 651-201-5501 
• Mail: MDH, P.O. Box 64975, St. Paul, MN 55164-0097 

Questions:  

Please contact: Patricia Segal Freeman, Email health.commdisrule@state.mn.us  

Phone: 651-201-5414 or 1-800-657-3970 

 

Thank you,  

Paula M. (Snippes) Vagnone, MT (ASCP)  
Microbiology Unit Supervisor, AR Lab Network Central Region Coordinator  
Public Health Laboratory, Minnesota Department of Health  
Phone: 651-201-5581  
Paula.snippes@state.mn.us    

 

THIS IS AN UPDATE FROM THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH – PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY (MDH-PHL) AND THE 
MINNESOTA LABORATORY SYSTEM (MLS). THIS MESSAGE IS BEING SENT TO MLS LABORATORY CONTACTS SERVING MINNESOTA 
RESIDENTS. YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO REPLY TO THIS MESSAGE.   

**PLEASE FORWARD THIS TO ALL APPROPRIATE PERSONNEL WITHIN YOUR INSTITUTION AND HEALTH SYSTEM**   

THE CONTENT OF THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED FOR PUBLIC HEALTH AND HEALTH CARE PERSONNEL AND RESPONSE PARTNERS 
WHO HAVE A NEED TO KNOW THE INFORMATION TO PERFORM THEIR DUTIES. IT IS FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. DO NOT 
DISTRIBUTE BEYOND THE INTENDED RECIPIENT GROUPS AS DESCRIBED IN THIS MESSAGE.   

Minnesota Laboratory System 
Minnesota Department of Health, Public Health Laboratory  
601 Robert St. N, St. Paul, MN 55164-0899 
651-201-5200 
health.mnlabsystem@state.mn.us  
www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/idlab/mls/index.html 

To obtain this information in a different format, call: 651-201-5200. 
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