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State Strengths

Climate

Air Quality

COVID-19 influence on nature



NATURE

A

Not all populations
could access this survey,
so respondents are not a
representative sample
of the state.

State strength

Access to parks and trails
Access to lakes and rivers
Availability of farmers markets

Availability of home garden or
community gardens

Agreed or
strongly agreed

82.2%
86.1%

80.1%

67.5%

State Strengths

Neutral

5.4%
10.4%

12.0%

21.5%

Disagreed or
strongly disagreed

2.4%
3.6%

7.8%

11.0%



Climate

Many climate changes have
occurred over the past several
years

Many health effects have surfaced
due to those changes - Some
populations are more vulnerable

Minnesota warmed by
3.0° F between 1895
and 2020. Annual
precipitation increased

by an average of
3.4 inches.**°




Climate

e The effects of climate change are widespread and
impact our well-being.

® In 2020, three sectors were responsible for 74% of
greenhouse gas emissions: transportation, electrical
ut|||ty, and angCU|tu Fe. (Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, 2020)

® Minnesota’s greenhouse gas emissions have fallen
23% since 2005. Changes in economic sectors
related to the COVID-19 pandemic also caused
greenhouse gas emissions in the state to drop
significa ntly in 2020. (Minnesota Pollution Control Agency & Minnesota Department of

Commerce., 2023)




Air

NATURE
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Indoor Air Quality




W ater

In Minnesota,

1.1 million people
rely on private
wells and are
responsible
for testing and
maintaining
them.?”’
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Conclusion

NATURE

e MN has many natural strengths e The pandemic brought positive

o Climate and air quality have and.negatwe impacts on the
impacts on many aspects of our environment
health e Once the restrictions ended many

of the impacts disappeared

e Q: How did the pandemic impact
the amount of time you spent
outside? Was it more or less than
usual?
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For any addition questions ask:

Dr. Susi Keefe (MPH Director) email: slkeefel62 @stkate.edu

Audrey Hanson, MPH (SHA Project Manager) email:
Audrey.Hanson@state.mn.us

Kaitlin Corey (MPH student) email: kncorey484@stkate.edu
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