
New Legislation:
Testing for Lead in Drinking Water in Child Cares Statute



Presenters

• Caroline Olstad, Lead in Drinking 
Water Specialist at MDH

• Liz Robertson, Research Scientist 
at MDH

• Anna Schliep, Lead in Drinking 
Water Coordinator at MDH
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Webinar Reminders
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• This webinar is being recorded

• Microphones are muted

• If you have questions, use the Chat function

• If technical issues occur, try to leave the webinar, then re-join. You may also 
contact the webinar organizers at 651-308-3754 for assistance.

• Poll feature

• Please complete the follow-up survey



Agenda

• Health effects of lead

• Current MDH resources for testing for lead 
in drinking water for child cares

• Choose Safe Places program

• Statute updates

• Consultation

• Questions

4



Health Effects of Lead

• Memory loss
• Lower IQ
• Behavior Problems
• Headaches
• Fatigue
• Muscle Pain
• Decreased Kidney Function
• High Blood Pressure
• Anemia
• Decreased Fertility
• Increased Risk of Miscarriage

Many individuals with elevated blood lead
levels have no apparent signs or symptoms
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Resource for Lead Testing: WIIN Program Overview

Goal
To promote a safe environment for 
children in the state of Minnesota by 
assisting schools and child care providers 
in investigating & reducing sources of 
lead in drinking water.

Water Infrastructure Improvements for 
the Nation (WIIN) grant can help 
facilities meet the state testing 
requirements for lead in drinking water.

What the Program Offers:

Provides FREE test kits to schools, child cares, and Head 
Starts.

Flexibility for participants to collect samples themselves 
or have our contractor set up a time to collect.

Lab analysis done by MDH Public Health Lab.

Technical assistance and review of results so schools 
understand all options when remediation is necessary.

Training on best water management practices in 
buildings.
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Getting Involved

▪ Website:
https://www.health.state.mn.us/
communities/environment/water
/schools/mngrant.html

▪ Interested in testing your facility 
through the WIIN program? 
Application link:
https://120water.formstack.com/
forms/minnesota_lead_in_school
s_testing_program_application
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How the Program Works
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Choose Safe Places Minnesota
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Site Screening Program
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“I wish someone 
would have told me ahead of time.”

- Owner of a child care center, expressing unhappiness 
about locating next to a dry cleaning business
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Resources

SEARCH: 
“Choose Safe Places” 

on MDH website

GOOGLE: 
Choose Safe Places 

Minnesota
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Thank You!

Liz Robertson – Program Coordinator

Choose Safe Places Minnesota

liz.robertson@state.mn.us | 651-201-4906

For more information: 
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/

hazardous/choosesafeplaces.html
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New Statute: SF2995 

Testing For Lead  in Drinking Water Child Care 
Requirements
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New Statute, per SF 2995 Section 62

Link to new statute:
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/20
23/0/70/laws.4.62.0

By July 1, 2024:
• Child care must have a plan to test.

• MDH has a guidance document 
that walks you through planning to 
test for lead. Reducing Lead in 
School Drinking Water (PDF),

1. Identify all the locations to test in 
your facilities.

2. How to test.
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Subdivision 2.

Where should water be tested?

Test every location where water from a tap is used for food preparation, 
formula preparation or drinking water. Such as kitchen and bathroom sinks.

DO NOT TEST- hose bibs, tubs, showerheads –these are not locations 
recommended for drinking.
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Subdivision 3. Remediation

Plan to Remediate When:

Results are 5 ppb or more.

How to Remediate?

Take action to reduce lead 
levels and verify they are less 
than 5 ppb with a retest.
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Subdivision 4: Reporting Results
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Consultation: Reporting Results and Remediation Activities

Why reporting results to MDH matters?

• Allows us to identify where resources are 
needed for testing, and remediation.

• Allows us to make informed decisions about 
the state of lead in drinking water. 

• One easy location for parents, students, 
media to find results and see the work 
schools are doing to reduce lead in drinking 
water.

Transparency-Accountability-Trust!
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Examples of Ways to Report Results
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More Examples of Ways to Report Results

22



EPA Tools

• EPA has some tools schools can 
already use to organize and track 
results. 
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EPA Tools for Recordkeeping

EPA has some tools schools can 
already use to organize and track 
results. 

24



Poll Question #1

What would be your preferred format for submitting test results?

• Online fillable form

• Fillable PDF

• Spreadsheet

• Other (if comfortable type in chat your idea)
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Poll Question #2

What would be your preferred method of submitting test results?

• Log in to online portal to upload

• Email to MDH

• Submit online form

• Other
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Consultation: Accessing Results

27



Another Example

28



More Examples
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One More Example
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Poll Question #3

What is your preferred method of accessing/viewing the results?

• Database

• Map

• Dashboard summary of results

• Other
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Moving Forward

• Timeline: finish consultation process in October. Reporting tools live and available 
early 2024 so MDH, schools, and child cares can meet the July 2024 deadline.

• An additional in-depth session for each topic

• Reporting results

• Accessing results

• Updating the Model Plan

• Involving other stakeholders that would be interested in how data is reported, and 
available for access. 

• Submit your name and topic(s) of interest if you or someone you know might be 
interested in the upcoming sessions
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Consultation Webpage

• Webpage for all lead in school/child care 
drinking water consultation process 
information: 
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communiti
es/environment/water/schools/consultation
.html

• Includes:

• Upcoming sessions

• Past presentation slides and recordings

• Links to the statute and model plan

• Online feedback form
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Poll Question #4

What are the best ways to get new information to you?
(select all that apply)

• In-person meetings

• Virtual meetings

• Email updates

• Mailers

• Other
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Poll Question #5

What ways would you like to share feedback with us in the future? 
(select all that apply)

• Comment box on our website

• Follow up meeting after the results process is operating

• MDH sending out a survey

• Email

• Other
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Questions?
Contact Information

Email: HEALTH.WIIN_Grant@state.mn.us
Phone: 651-201-4700

Join our Lead Testing in Drinking Water email list:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNMDH/subscriber/new

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNMDH/subscriber/new


Thanks for Joining Us Today
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